Belmont High School

SSC Minutes

July 13, 2006

I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Vice-President Esther Soliman at 3:50 p.m.
II. Roll Call: Quorum met. Eight members present: Jammie Castellanos, Sam Cucciniello, Maria Floreani, Afrodita Fuentes, Carmen Gomez, Carmen Gonzalez, Esther Soliman, and Gary Yoshinobu. Non-members present: Dalton Cole, Carlos Rodriguez, Jim Dunlap, Kathleen Mooney, and Maria Reza.

III. Minutes:  Minutes for the June 8 meeting were read. Mr. Cucciniello moved to accept the minutes as presented. Ms. Fuentes seconded. Motion passed. 
IV. Professional Development/ Parent Engagement: Mr. Cole introduced Kathleen Mooney and Maria Reza from Families in Schools. He explained that last year FIS had a contract with Belmont (through Title I Carryforward monies) to study parent engagement at Belmont. Ms. Mooney gave an overview of the project and what has been accomplished. She, in close collaboration with Belmont, has organized professional development on parent engagement for teachers. She would like Belmont to pay teachers $25/ hour for the two-day workshop for a total of 12 hours. She would like to work with 25-30 teachers per track. Maria Reza discussed the importance of developing meaningful parent engagement through making connections with parents. She pointed out that Belmont has over 25 new teachers this year, and they need to learn about the community we serve. The council suggested contacting the lead teachers of SLCs to get their members to attend the FIS parent engagement workshop in groups. 

After Ms. Mooney and Ms. Reza left, Mr. Cucciniello moved to pay the $25/hour rate for a maximum of 45 teachers (or 15 teachers per track) for the 2-day parent engagement workshop. Ms. Fuentes seconded. Motion passed. Mr. Cole explained that after deducting the stipend teachers will receive for the parent engagement workshops, the school’s Title I professional development budget will have $25,000 remaining. Ms. Gonzalez moved to ask the school’s New Teacher Coordinator, Lynn Browers, and the instructional coaches to determine what other professional development opportunities the school should offer this year and present their proposal to SSC at the August 10 meeting. Ms. Fuentes seconded. Motion passed.
V. Supplemental Programs:  Mr. Cole passed out a spreadsheet detailing how the Title I $25/ staff training rate and substitute coverage was spent last year. SSC has already approved the following blocks of money: $50,000 of S046 and $65,663 of 0A56 for staff training rate, and $8,695 of 0A56 for substitute coverage. He proposed to SSC to continue the same programs this year: before and after school tutoring in the library, the Guided Study Program with ROTC, 20 hours per AP teacher who works with students during off-track time. Substitute coverage is needed for ICS training, scoring periodic assessments for English classes, field trips, and conference attendance. Members asked questions about the various programs. No one objected to the proposal.
VI. Field Trips: Mr. Cole passed out a chart showing the number of buses allotted from Title I (S046) and EL/Bilingual (S536). A total of 57 buses (or 19 per track) are available. Ms. Fuentes moved to allocate buses to teachers in the houses and SLCs proportionately. The AP in charge of houses, Annick Draghi, and the AP in charge of SLCs, Edmundo Rodriguez will approve the distribution of buses to those groups. All buses must be filled more than 50% capacity. Ms. Gonzalez seconded. Motion passed.
VII. Meeting Dates/ Elections of New Members:  Mr. Cole distributed a calendar with all meeting dates for SSC, CEAC, and ELAC for the 2006-2007 school year. He also distributed a list showing the terms of office for all SSC members. Several members’ terms end August 30, 2006. Election of parent members will be held September 6, at 3:30 p.m.
VIII. Ms. Soliman adjourned the meeting at 4:53 PM.
