Belmont High School

School Site Council Minutes

February 8, 2007

I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Trish Roughan at 4:53 p.m.
II. Roll Call: Quorum met. Nine members present: Sam Cucciniello, Maria Floreani, Afrodita Fuentes, Carmen Gonzalez, Bong Le, Olga Lopez, Maria Romero, Trish Roughan, and Gary Yoshinobu. 

III. Minutes:  Minutes for the January 11, 2007, meeting were read. Mr. Le moved to accept the minutes as presented. Ms. Romero seconded. Motion passed. 
IV. Report on new small learning communities:  Asst. Principal Diane Panossian presented letters of intent from two new SLCs on B track:  School of Awareness and Global Education (SAGE) and The Los Angeles Academy of Medical and Public Services (LAMPS). She reported that both groups are in the process of recruiting students, that SAGE has finished their RFP for the central district, and that LAMPS is writing their RFP. Ms. Panossian explained that SSC members will have to vote on three SSC proposals (SAGE, LAMPS, and the Computer Science Academy) at next month’s SSC meeting. She said she will write an executive summary of the proposals and distribute the summary to SSC members before March 1. She also polled members to see which members wished to receive a complete copy of each proposal. She explained that SSC plays an advisory role to the local and central district by sending comments on the proposals to central and local district personnel who are charged with evaluating the proposals. SSC members noted that SAGE has a very large design team and that, conversely, the LAMPS team is very small.
V. Evaluation of the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA): One of SSC’s chief duties is to annually review and evaluate the school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement. At the January 11, 2007, meeting, SSC members completed the district’s evaluation form individually as the group discussed the seven topics on the evaluation form one by one. Title I Coordinator Dalton Cole collected the members’ form and tabulated them. He distributed a summary of the SPSA evaluation to members and reviewed the results. Ms. Fuentes moved to accept the evaluation. Mr. Cucciniello seconded the motion. The motion passed.
VI. Report on Highly Qualified Personnel (NCLB)/ 4-week letters:  Dalton Cole reported that the school is required under the No Child Left Behind Act to notify parents of students who are taught by teachers who are not considered “highly qualified.” These are teachers with incomplete or temporary credentials or who are not authorized to teach a specific subject matter. The school sent out letters to students of four B and C track teachers during the last week of January.
VII. School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for 2005-2006:  LAUSD just published Belmont’s school accountability report card for the 2005-2006 school year. Mr. Cole distributed copies of Belmont’s SARC in English and Spanish and asked members to review the twenty-page document. He explained that parents, faculty, and community members will be informed of the document’s availability online at www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/sa through the March parent newsletter. In addition, he will post Microsoft word versions of the SARC in English and Spanish to Belmont’s website www.BelmontHS.org. Parents, faculty, and community members may also stop by the Title I Office (room 150) or the Parent Center (room 102) to pick up a copy.
VIII. Parent Involvement Policy/ Home-School Compact:  President Trish Roughan reminded SSC members that they received copies of the school’s parent involvement policy and home-school compact at last month’s SSC meeting. Mr. Cole reported that ELAC and CEAC members received the documents at their January meetings and were asked to recommend changes.  He distributed copies of CEAC’s written recommendations to SSC:  “CEAC recommends that the schoool get signatures from every teacher on the home-school compact, in addition to the homeroom teacher’s signature and include relevant section numbers from the state education code.” CEAC had no recommendations for the school’s parent involvement policy. ELAC recommended that the home-school compact be explained to all stakeholders. Mr. Cole suggested as a matter of logistics to ask all teachers to sign one copy of the compact each year to keep on file in the Title I office—this should satisfy CEAC’s recommendation that every teacher sign the compact, not just the homeroom teacher. Ms. Fuentes moved to approve the 2006-2007 parent involvement policy. Mr. Cucciniello seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Le moved to approve the 2006-2007 home-school compact with CEAC’s  recommendation to have every teacher sign a copy and keep it on file in the Title I Office. Ms. Fuentes seconded. The motion passed.
IX. Categorical Program Monitoring (CPM) :  Mr. Cole reminded members that the CPM team will visit Belmont on Tuesday, March 13. The team wishes to interview all SSC members. Mr. Cole will inform the membership of the time of the interview once the schedule has been finalized. Mr. Cole again distributed sample questions that members may be asked. One issue that came up during the January 23 mock CPM is that no substitute teachers showed up to cover the classes for teacher members of SSC. Mr. Yoshinobu reassured members that their classes will be covered for the interview on the day of CPM.
X. Budget Update/ Setting Priorities:  Ms. Roughan reminded members that the school will receive information on developing the categorical budgets for the 2007-2008 school year sometime in March or April. In order to make informed decisions, members need to review this year’s budget and set priorities for next year’s budget, keeping in mind the barriers and solutions to student achievement as articulated in the school’s Single Plan. The council just finished evaluating the Single Plan as a whole; the next step is to see which specific programs and services have benefited student achievement and which ones, if any, have not. She reminded the group that Belmont will receive less money next year since our enrollment dropped with the opening of the Miguel Contreras Learning Complex. Mr. Cole distributed copies of this year’s categorical budgets over which SSC has jurisdiction. He answered members’ questions. Mr. Roughan asked members to review the budgets and be prepared to discuss at next month’s meeting the school programs and personnel funded by these budgets. Mr. Le suggested that the people funded through categorical funds should justify their positions by reporting what they have accomplished this year to SSC.
XI. Adjournment:  Ms. Roughan adjourned the meeting at 6:12 p.m.
