Belmont High School

School Site Council Minutes

November 16, 2006

I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Trish Roughan at 3:50 p.m.
II. Roll Call: Quorum met. Ten members present: Jammie Castellanos, Sam Cucciniello, Afrodita Fuentes, Carmen Gonzalez, Olga Lopez, Isabel Muñoz, Miriam Reyes, Maria Romero, Trish Roughan, and Gary Yoshinobu. 

III. Minutes:  Minutes for the October 12 meeting were read. Mr. Cucciniello moved to accept the minutes as presented. Mrs. Gonzalez seconded. Motion passed. 
IV. Revision of Bylaws: Mr. Cole passed out copies of the proposed bylaws for SSC that were prepared by a subcommittee of SSC in the fall of 2005. He reminded members that they had received the proposed changes at last month’s meeting. He proceeded to point out the substantive changes to the new bylaws. Most changes bring the bylaws into compliance with State Education Code. Ms. Fuentes proposed adding a section on minutes so that all stakeholders have access to the deliberations of the council. Isabel Muñoz moved to accept the proposed bylaws with the addition of a new Section G for Article V:   “Minutes of all meetings will be available to all stakeholders.” Mr. Cucciniello seconded the motion. The new bylaws were adopted unanimously. 
V. Proposed Small Learning Learning Communities:  Ms. Panossian was not able to attend the meeting, so she had Mr. Cole speak on her behalf. Three new small learning communities are forming. Each has submitted a rough draft of their letter of intent to form. Ms. Panossian will make a full presentation at the January or February meeting. The new SLCs are
Computer Science Academy • A Track

School of Awareness and Global Education (SAGE) • B Track

Los Angeles Medical and Public Service Academy (LAMPS) • B Track

Ms. Guadalupe Perez, a guest at the meeting and president of Belmont’s CEAC, noted the importance of revising the school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement to reflect the school’s going wall-to-wall with small learning communities.
VI. Revising the Single Plan for Student Achievement:  Mr. Cole passed out a summary of the barriers and proposed solutions he extracted from the school’s Single Plan. He explained that the SSC is required to review and revise the Single Plan annually with written recommendations from the two parent advisory committees (ELAC and CEAC). He encouraged the SSC to consider revising the Single Plan to incorporate Belmont’s conversion to all Small Learning Communities as an important proposed solution to breaking down barriers to student achievement. Ms. Roughan volunteered to talk to the SLC leads and work on appropriate wording for this revision. At the December 14 SSC meeting, she will present wording on the school’s move to small learning communities.
VII. Update on Professional Development:  Mr. Cole reported that over 60 teachers from all tracks have been trained in Complex Instruction. In addition, over 20 math and science teachers will attend a specially-designed workshop on Complex Instruction on November 18. He also noted that over 60 teachers from all three tracks have attended a 2-day workshop on parent engagement facilitated by Families in Schools. These are the professional development sessions funded so far this year with categorical funds.
VIII. Adjournment:  Ms. Roughan adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m.
