Belmont High School

SSC Minutes

October 12, 2006

I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Vice-President Jammie Castellanos at 3:50 p.m.
II. Roll Call: Quorum met. Eight members present: Jammie Castellanos, Sam Cucciniello, Maria Floreani, Afrodita Fuentes, Olga Lopez, Miriam Reyes, Maria Romero, and Gary Yoshinobu. 

III. Minutes:  Minutes for the September 28 meeting were read. Mr. Cucciniello moved to accept the minutes as presented. Ms. Fuentes seconded. Motion passed. 
IV. Revision of Bylaws: Mr. Cole passed out copies of the bylaws for SSC as well as the proposed changes to the bylaws prepared by the subcommittee on bylaws assembled by last year’s SSC. He explained that the proposed revisions to the bylaws were never brought to a vote last year because not enough parents were present at the SSC meeting at which the vote was to take place. (Although there is no requirement for a certain number of parent members to be present to vote on bylaws, the president felt parent members needed to vote on these important changes.) Members were asked to review the bylaws and the proposed changes in preparation for a vote on the proposed changes at the November meeting of SSC. Mr. Cole will mail copies of the bylaws and proposed changes to the absent members of SSC.
V. Revising the Single Plan for Student Achievement:  Mr. Cole passed out a summary of the barriers and proposed solutions he extracted from the school’s Single Plan. He explained that the SSC is required to review and revise the Single Plan annually with written recommendations from the two parent advisory committees (ELAC and CEAC). Mr. Cole pointed out that last year’s SSC voted to fund a resource teacher—Mr. John Kim—to work in the college center. He is charged with coordinating, planning, and implementing all college and career counseling programs, focusing on ways to improve students’ literacy, math, and science skills so that they are sufficiently prepared to access post-secondary options. Mr. Kim’s work in the college center should help improve the school’s graduation rate and increase the overall number of students choosing to go to college. Mr. Cole asked members to consider other ways the Single Plan may be revised this year to improve student achievement. Members should bring their ideas to the November meeting.
VI. Review of Categorical Budgets:  Since this year’s council will approve all categorical budgets for the 2007-2008 school year, probably in April, Mr. Cole passed out summaries of the budgets for the 2006-2007 school year that were approved by last year’s council. He explained the details of each budget in order to educate the new members on the structure and purpose of each budget. He answered council members’ questions about the budgets.
VII. Adjournment:  Jammie Castellanos adjourned the meeting at 4:55 p.m.
